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The reason I want to be an English teacher is because discourse influences our daily lives by being a form 

of storytelling, by being a culture creator, by being a status quo breaker, and by being a voice to the 

swarming thoughts in our heads. We read to empower our environments. We write to empower ourselves 

and others. We dialogue with one another to empower new perspectives. 

  

It is my hope that my students will walk away with a pep in their step, knowing that their discourse 

matters in this world and that they can contribute in an influential way even when failure looks them in 

the eye. My role is to recognize and boost their potentials as I continuously be an ally to their future 

selves by celebrating passion in their voice. 

 

As someone who is always a work in progress, I will critically reflect on my pedagogy regularly and 

welcome feedback from my students and colleagues. I will ask myself questions like, “Are my students in 

a structured class that encourages equal voice in dialogic conversations?” Or I will question, “Are my 

students driven by their curiosities, inspirations, and determination?” And I will inquire, “How is my 

identity affecting the way I teach and interact with students?” I appreciate a space that analyzes 

instruction gaps while being transparent about problematic systems. 

  

I believe it is my job to provide a warm, supporting classroom that blends exciting and rigorous learning 

with a nurturing peer environment. It will be a community of writers, readers, thinkers, and scholars. I 

also want to be an active participant in a school’s collaborative brainstorming and presence in the 

community because in the end, I am here to support students—who are worth every drop of agency that 

we often do not give them. It will be my goal that students and I will be shareholders rather than 

consumers of the world around us. We will work together to challenge complacency, dive into critical 

thinking, engage in productive research, and honor diverse voices through it all.  

 

It is important that I acknowledge that students might have a complicated relationship with discourse 

because of different needs and interests related to reading and writing. Grapes of Wrath, that includes 

you. The literary canon is our students’ friend, but I also value the process of expanding it. Overall, 

literacy is our students’ best friend. My dedication to words is nerdy, but well-deserved in the education 

journey since language brings learning to life. My classroom will be set up to include large group, small 

group, partner, and individual processing, especially when it comes to unpacking literature and therefore 

their own writing.  

 

I believe that all students deserve a space for empowerment, a role model for critical thinking, and a 

classroom rooted in productive practice. Specifically, I want my students to be able to access academic 

and personal opportunities through language development—communication being pertinent to their 

futures. My heart lies here: in an empathy-infused curriculum founded in an inclusive and participatory 

culture. 
 


